
 

WEEK 1: PRIDE 

Growth Group Opener: 
Think of the most arrogant person you’ve ever encountered personally 
(without naming names). What was it like being around them? How did 
you feel when interacting with them? Did you want to be more like 
them, or less, due to your experiences with them?   

Read Proverbs 16:16-20 

Have different group members, or a single individual, read the passage above from 
Proverbs in the NIV, ESV and NLT for greater understanding. Use the Bible app on 
your phone as needed.  

There are several verses in this section that say the same thing twice, in slightly 
different ways. Which verses do you see that are structured like this? 

V.18 talks about pride and a haughty spirit. Look up and write down the dictionary 
definitions of “pride” and “haughty.”  

Are all feelings of pride condemned in this passage? Compare this passage with 
Paul’s words in Romans 11:13-14. What is the difference between healthy pride 
and destructive pride? 

 

   WEEK 1: PRIDE 

   Growth Group Opener: 
   Think of the most arrogant person you’ve ever encountered personally    
   (without naming names). What was it like being around them? How   
   did you feel when interacting with them? Did you want to be more  
   like them, or less, due to your experiences with them?   

   Read Proverbs 16:16-20 

   Have different group members, or a single individual, read the passage above  
   from Proverbs in the NIV, ESV and NLT for greater understanding. Use the Bible  
   app on your phone as needed.  

   There are several verses in this section that say the same thing twice, in slightly  
   different ways. Which verses do you see that are structured like this? 

   V.18 talks about pride and a haughty spirit. Look up and write down the  
   dictionary definitions of “pride” and “haughty.”  

   Are all feelings of pride condemned in this passage? Compare this passage with  
   Paul’s words in Romans 11:13-14. What is the difference between healthy pride  
   and destructive pride? 



The end of v.18 says that pride and a haughty spirit lead to a fall.  
What does this mean?  
Where does a prideful person fall from?  

Think of a time when you’ve witnessed firsthand, the destruction that comes from 
pride. Was it your own pride? Someone else’s pride? 

When a person is prideful and haughty, ultimately, whose position are they trying 
to take over?  

What do the verses surrounding v.18 tell us about how we are to live instead?  

What can we learn about God from this passage? 

Using this passage as a mirror, is there anything that God is showing you about 
yourself?  

What can you put into practice from what you learned this week?  

Prayer:  
Father, thank you for your word. Thank you that we can hold our lives up to the 
standard set forth in its pages. Lord, give us the eyes to see when we are headed for 
a fall from a position we were never meant to occupy. Help us correct our course, 
and lead us into the humility that comes from understanding who we are, in light 
of who you are. In the name of Jesus, amen. 
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